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Weathering the storms on campus
by A J . Sanson
Alestle Reporter

There is a saying in the Midwest, if you don’t like the
weather, wait five minutes. However, when severe weather
hits as it did last Tuesday, w aiting five m inutes is not
advised. Knowing where the storm shelters are located on
campus and the procedures for when severe weather strikes
can be beneficial for every' student and faculty member.
The e-Lert system, which notifies students o f severe
weather, is overseen by the Emergency M anagem ent and
Safety D epartm ent and was first introduced in 2008.
Students can sign up for the system under the campus
safety tab in the current students section o f the
SIUE website. Thom as Brueggem ann, assistant
director o f Emergency M anagement and Safety, praises the
system.
“The system is excellent. We have one o f the highest

Biagojevich
called ‘detached’

sign up rates in the US and we’ve had great user feedback,”
Brueggemann said.
However, the Emergency M anagem ent and Safety
Departm ent isn’t directly in charge o f sending out the texts.
That is the duty o f the shift commander from the campus
police departm ent. Police Captain Tony Bennett said the
e-Lert system is a team effort.
“W hen severe weather is in the area we have spotters
on the lookout,” Bennett said. “We also work with other
law enforcement in the area to help notify the community.”
However, pushing the send button on the initial
notification text is the easy part.
“The all dear text is the m ost difficult part. We rely on
the N ational W eather Service, we check online and our
dispatch is linked to the Law Enforcement Agencies Data
System o u t o f Springfield,” Bennett said. “We make the
best judgm ent decision we can.”
Bennett also noted that the one downside to e-Lert is

that not all students or faculty members are signed up for
it. H e urged those w ho are not signed up to be aware o f
the locations o f warning sirens and the designated shelter
areas in the buildings on campus.
Director o f Facilities Management Bob Washburn said
the recent stormy weather hasn’t caused any major setbacks
in the construction going on around campus.
“Anytime it rains, it hinders progress,” Washburn said.
“But everything is going very well. Dunham Hall had some
water damage to the theater last week which we are still
assessing, but it is still on time for completion, and the roof
o f Alumni Hall may possibly be done earlier than
expected.”
According to Director o f Housing Mike Schultz, there
a re a b o u t 4 5 0 s tu d e n ts liv in g o n c a m p u s th is
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BP disaster affects local area

by former aide
by Bob Secter and Jeff Coen
Chicago Tribune

Rod Biagojevich may have been governor o f
Illinois, but often appeared to do everything b u t run
the state, dwelling instead on his political fortunes and
his family’s finances, tw o form er top aides to
Biagojevich testified at his political corruption trial on
Monday.
Bradley Tusk, once Illinois’ deputy governor, said
Biagojevich quickly grew detached after taking office in
2003. The governor was rarely in the office, hard to
track dow n and even tried to shake dow n his political
pal Rahm Emanuel, Tusk said.
Biagojevich was frequently unavailable when
crucial decisions needed to be m ade on signing or
vetoing bills, Tusk said. The responsibility for giving an
up or down to legislation, Tusk said, often was ceded
to him , even though he was all o f 29 years old. “H e
wasn't always engaged in the process,” Tusk said,
adding that he once had to hunt dow n the governor at
his tailor.
Meanwhile, John Harris, the chief o f staff arrested
with Biagojevich in 2008, said the governor in his last
months as the state’s chief executive was busy plotting
his escape from elected office, weaving personal
moneymaking schemes and ordering retribution be
served on those who declined to help.
H arris, testifying under a plea deal with
prosecutors, said Biagojevich spoke o f packing the
University o f Illinois board o f trustees so it would one
day hire him as an adjunct professor. H e also told
Harris to explore paid state posts for Blagojevich’s wife,
Patti, as well as lean on financial firms that did business
with the state to hire her, H arris said. W hen tw o o f
those firms balked, H arris said he was ordered by
Biagojevich to turn off their spigot o f state business.
The portrait o f Biagojevich woven by Tusk and
Harris was o f som eone w ho was cavalier about his
responsibilities to voters and not shy about using his
BLAGOJEVICH/pg.3
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An Illinois resident fills up her SUV at the Edwardsville BP station on Buchanan Street.
by Jason Frazier
Alestle Reporter

M any people across the country have an opinion about
the disaster in the G ulf Coast region due to the BP oil spill,
including show ing their displeasure w ith boycotts and
protests aimed at BP service stations.
Boycotts and protests against BP service stations may
have a m ore profound im pact on the local families and
owners. In a recent article on C N N .com , Jeff Lenard, a
spokesm an for the N ational Association o f Convenience
Stores, said these types o f actions will hurt the local owners
rather than the corporation as a whole.
“So, w hether you are protesting by marching or by not
buying gas, you are hurting the small business, but you are
really n o t hurting BP,” Lenard said.
Boycotters o f BP will n o t only h u rt owners but also
employees. Cahokia BP employee Cecillia Harvey said they
are sorry for w hat is going on in the G ulf C oast but
boycotting will cause more o f a negative effect locally than
corporate.

“W hy boycott BP? It’s n o t the owner or employees o f
this gas station’s fault,” Harvey said. “We feel for the people
suffering in G ulf Coast but if people are n o t com ing or
getting ran off by protestors that is taking away from our
families and livelihood as well.”
Senior Spanish and geography major Trevor H art said
he has never been a regular customer o f BP, but the oil spill
would not affect his decision to buy gas from a BP service
station.
“Personally I never w ent to BP in the first place, but I
would never go o u t o f my way to avoid BP gas stations,”
H art said. “I w ouldn’t boycott since they are locally owned;
it’s also im portant that the people working there keep their
jobs.”
Boycotting may seem like an unreasonable action to
take. Senior biology m ajor Adam N ow land said he is
worried it could have a trickle down effect on the economy.
“Boycotting BP, if they are locally ow ned, will just
further take the econom y dow n further instead o f proving
BP/pg.2
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Jason Frazier can be reached a t jjrazier@akstlelive.com or 650-3527.
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Old desks from the 500 side of Cougar Village sit on a sidewalk outside an apartment complex.
The campus apartments will receive new desks for the upcoming fall semester.

SHELTERS

from p g .l

summer, which is the time o f the year severe weather
is more likely.
“In the residence halls, students are told to go
to the low-level inner hallways,” Schultz said. “They
can also seek shelter in a first floor bathroom and
make sure to stay away from glass.”
Schultz also noted it is helpful for students to
take advantage o f the alert system offered by the
university.
“All students should be signed up for e-Lert,”
Schultz said. “There are tornado sirens on top o f
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a point,” N ow land said. “For a boycott like this to even be close to
effective it has to be nationw ide o n a large scale since BP makes so
m uch money.”
Large-scale damage has already been done. Sophom ore speech
com m unication m ajor B rett H a rt said he hopes BP assumes the
responsibility o f m aking the situation better.
“Som ehow I hope BP takes responsibility and reimburses all the
families affected for all the trouble,” Brett H a rt said. “Overall the best
solution is to get die oil spill cleaned up as soon as possible.”
A press release o n BP.com said BP has paid $104 m illion to
residents along the G ulf C oast for claims filed as a result o f the oil
spill in the G ulf o f Mexico. BP claims team m em ber Daryll Willis
said in the same press release BP has shifted its concentration to
getting m oney to those in need along the G ulf Coast.
“O u r focus has been o n getting m oney into the hands o f
fishermen, shrimpers, condo owners and others w ho have n o t been
able to earn income due to the spill,” Willis said. “We have also been
addressing the larger, m ore complex claims and have been successful
in sending m ore checks to commercial entities.”
Trevor H a rt said he feels th at BP has dropped the ball in many
aspects o f this situation.
“W ith all the animals dying, the negative im pact it’s having on
the economy in that area and it’s taking BP a long time to come up
w ith a solution, I’m just prettv upset about the situation as a w hole,”
Trevor H art said.
N ow land said he likes the direction BP and President Obam a are
m oving in.
“President O bam a has started to speak o u t and get some things
done about it. I like the $20 billion they made BP set aside to aid the
people affected,” N ow land said. “I don’t think it should be placed on
[the] American public to do everything. BP should assume
responsibility for their actions.”
T he BP mistake may have been costly, how ever senior mass
communications m ajor W hitney H am ilton said she does respect them
for taking responsibility for their actions.
“It has been said that there are other parties that are responsible
as well and are n o t adm itting to the accusations. I think all that were
[involved in] the cause o f the spill should start with an apology and
assist w ith the cleaning up how ever th at may be,” H am ilton said.
“T hough I’m disappointed about w hat happened with the oil spill, I
appreciate BP finally adm itting they were in the w rong and paying
for the damages.”
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Rendleman Hall and one in Cougar Village, but the
official way for students to be notified o f severe
weather is the e-Lert system.”
For a list o f all the storm shelter locations in the
buildings on campus, visit http://www.siue.edu/FACILITIES/campmap/maps_Ed.htm.

A .J. Sanson can be reached a t asanson@alestlelipe.com or
650-3527.
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powers — legally or not -- for
personal and political benefit.
The backdrop for m uch o f
Tusk’s testimony was a charge by
prosecutors th at Blagojevich in
2006 tried to shake dow n
Emanuel for fundraising help in
exchange for the release o f a $2
million grant prom ised to an
experimental N orthw est Side
school. Emanuel, now the chief o f
staff for President Barack Obama,
at the tim e was a m em ber o f the
U.S. H ouse, and the school was
in his district.
Blagojevich prom ised the
grant, to build an athletic field, as
a favor to Emanuel. The school,
the Chicago Academy, began
construction in the sum m er o f
2006 expecting the state money to
show up soon to pay contractors.
W hen
it did
not arrive,
contractors threatened to stop
work, a school official testified
Monday.
Tusk, now a N ew York
political consultant, said he fielded
complaints from a “very upset”
Emanuel and took those concerns
to Blagojevich. “H e said before
the grant could be released he
w anted Congressman Emanuel's
brother to hold a fundraiser,” Tusk
said, adding that Blagojevich
appeared dead serious about
holding the grant hostage.
Emanuel's brother, Ari, is a
top Hollywood talent agent who
is know n for his prowess in
raising political m oney from
donors in show business.
Tusk said he then called
lobbyist John Wyma, w ho was
close to both Blagojevich and
Emanuel, to make sure that Wyma
did not pass along the governor’s
threat. Then, Tusk said, he
contacted Blagojevich's general
counsel Bill Quinlan to make sure
he also reined in the governor.
“You need to get your client under
control,” Tusk said he told
Quinlan.
Tusk turned in his resignation
the next m onth, though he
remained a few m ore m onths
until after Blagojevich’s 2006
election. In an interview following
his testimony, Tusk said he had

always intended to leave at the
end o f Blagojevich's first term but
added that he was “disturbed by
w hat I heard” from Blagojevich.
H arris’ testim ony in many
ways echoed that o f Tusk. Harris
said he found
Blagojevich
intensely focused on family
m oney issues and landing a wellpaying job for his wife. One o f
Blagojevich’s ideas was to appoint
her to the state's Pollution Control
Board, H arris said, mostly
because the post paid more than
$ 100 , 0 0 0 .

“I told him I didn't think it
was a good idea,” Harris said,
adding
that
he
informed
Blagojevich that she lacked the
legal qualifications for the post,
which required technical expertise
in pollution control.
Harris said he also told the
governor that the post required a
lot o f reading and research and
attendance at weekly meetings.
Harris said Blagojevich had left
the impression he wanted
something for his wife “that paid
but didn't require a lot o f work or
a lot o f time.”
H arris
said
Blagojevich
floated the notion o f hiring his
wife to work on his ow n staff as a
senior policy adviser. H e also
pushed him to find financial firms
doing state business w ho m ight
be willing to take on Patti
Blagojevich, wrho had received a
license to be a financial adviser.
Harris said he contacted two
firms —Citibank and Ariel Capital
—though he made it clear to both
he knew they couldn't hire her and
didn't really wish them to try.
They didn’t, though both granted
interviews to the governor’s wife,
Harris said.
Blagojevich grew angry when
those jobs didn't pan out,
ordering H arris to block state
business for the tw o firms. “H e
didn't think they had done
enough to help Patti,” Harris said.
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6 - 16-10
Police responded to a burglar alarm at the Library Storage Facility at
Supporting Services. The alarm w as set off by a cleanin g crew that
failed to disarm it. A building engineer w as dispatched to reset the
alarm.
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6 - 18 - 10 .
Police m et with the resident assistant in Cougar Village 4 2 4 after a
report of a suspicious odor of cannabis. Police m et with a resident and
determ ined there was no odor.

(training available)

6 - 20 - 10 .
Police took a report o f $ 2 0 stolen from a fem a le’s room in Bluff Hall.
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No Experience Necessary

_________________

Police responded to an active fire alarm at the Early Childhood Center.
The alarm was activated and reset m ultiple tim es during the night. The
building engineer advised it w as possibly due to the humidity and he
would have an electrician inspect the alarm.
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Washington’s hands are not clean from BP spill
Last Thursday, a subcommittee o f the
and Commerce Committee in the U.S.
H ouse o f Representatives opened w hat many
hailed as “landmark”
congressional
testim ony into the
exact actions o f BP
E n e rg y
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involving the G ulf oil spill. Every major news
organization was in attendance, each reporter
ready to record the action. All the cameras
were hoisted as the pompous flair o f a House
com m ittee was set to unleash its collective
anger - and die anger o f the nation - on the
BP brass.
W ithin 10 minutes the credibility o f the
subcommittee, its investigation and the federal
governm ent was as tainted as the water in the
G ulf and southern Atlantic.
The Associated Press called it the apology
heard ‘round the world. Republicans went into
damage control and Democrats w ent on the
attack. Pundits hit the airwaves in an attem pt
to wax poetic on the m eaning o f it all. N o
slander was too verbose, no defense too
unjustifiable.
“I am ashamed o f w hat happened in the
W hite H ouse yesterday. I think it is a tragedy

o f the first proportion th at a private
corporation can be subjected to w hat I would
characterize as a shakedown, in this case a $20
billion shakedown,” Representative Joe Barton
o f Texas told BP CEO Tony Hayward.
H e then apologized to the em battled
executive for the federal governm ent’s
criticism o f BP and the creation o f a $20
billion fund for claims arising from the worst
environmental disaster in the nation’s history.
Barton has received over $1.4 million
from oil and gas companies in his
congressional
career
according
to
Open3ecrets.com, which tracks such figures.
H e also w orked as a consultant to Atlantic
Richfield Oil and Gas Com pany prior to his
time in Congress. W hile it should shock no
one that a Texas congressman has taken money
from the oil industry, B arton’s position as a
senior member o f the Energy and Commerce
C om m ittee raises the question o f where his
loyalty lies: with the people o f his district or
“Big Oil.” His comments Thursday appear to
answer that.
O f course, corruption does not reside in
any one party o r branch o f governm ent. As
Democrats w ent on the offensive following
Barton’s comments, they conveniently failed
to mention their ow n ties to oil interests. The
single largest recipient o f campaign donations
from BP in 2008 was President Obam a who
raked in $77,000 from the oil giant. And who

is the leading beneficiary o f gas and oil
company contributions this year? Democratic
Senator Blanche Lincoln o f Arkansas with
$286,000 in “donations.”
The result is Congress attempting to be
bipolar: to play the role o f the hard-hitting critic
that its constituents want in addition to the
benevolent puppet the oil industry needs it to
be. Consider Congressman Charlie Melancon
and Senator Mary Landrieu, both Democrats
from Louisiana. While both have rhetorically
lambasted BP and called for restitution, they
have simultaneously sought to rescind a
moratorium placed on offshore drilling.
So w hat are we to make o f Barton’s
unexpected apology to BP’s executives? While
politically destructive and incredibly moronic
considering his well-known ties to the
country’s oil giants, his openness towards his
true constituents - those that pay for him to
remain in office - should be applauded. After
all, according to his spokeswoman, Barton is
a hardened critic o f “Big Oil.”
“H ow he feels about BP is not related
obviously to his campaign contributions
because he is extremely critical o f BP,” Barton’s
spokesperson said.
Yes, extremely critical, even apologetically
so.
Justin W ingerter is a junior mass communications
major from G ranite City. H e can be reached a t
jwingerter@ alestlelive.com or 650-3531.

University loan bill not as dangerous as some claim
W hen Gov. Pat Quinn signed Senate Bill
642 into law June 8, 2010, I was a little
skeptical about the direct consequences that
w ould result from this bill. Should a state
allow its universities to open up a tab o f IO U s
when the state’s financial well has long been
dry? After this bill became law, I decided to

Nolan Sharkey
Guest Columnist
spend some time becoming acquainted with
this 85-page law.
The information found on pages 12-22 in
regards to the new borrow ing allowance at
SIU has persuaded me to defend this new law.
Like many students, I heard rumors that SIUE
would not be able to open its doors for the fall
semester if they did not receive some financial
support owed to them by the state. This law
will put those rum or and worries to rest.
C ontrary to com m on belief, this law

forces the state to be m ore financially
responsible. I originally saw this act as a way
,for universities to get in deep financial debt
with
financial
institutions.
However,
legislators ensured that such an issue would be
near impossible. O n pages 19 and 20 o f SB
642, the legislators ensured th at any line o f
credit m ust be paid in full one year after the
creation o f the loan or w ithin 10 days after the
state reimburses that credit. Also, on page 18,
the legislators ensured th at any borrowed
m oney m ust be used solely for expenses in
fiscal year 2010.
This borrowing will optimize conditions
for local businesses, while it also reinvests
m oney into the local economies. Bonds and
loans will be under the direct authority o f the
Bond Authorization Act, which will have the
face value set at a 3.5 to 9 percent interest rate.
Selling these bonds and accessing loans from
financial institutions will allow for local
economies to flourish.
The only possible downside to this new

law lies w ithin page 20, where it reads, “Any
borrow ing... shall n o t constitute a debt, legal
or morale, o f the state and shall not be
enforceable against the state.” Universities will
have the sole responsibility to repay these
loans, but I do not see that becoming an issue.
SIUE was ranked num ber one in the state last
year for being the m ost efficient university
with state allotted finances. Hopefully they
continue this reputation w orking with SIU
Carbondale as both campuses utilize the $75
million they intend to borrow in the near
future. As a student at SIUE, I would
personally like to thank legislators Senator
William H aine and Representative John
Bradley, w ho sponsored and worked hard to
pass this law, which will directly support our
university.

Nolan Sharkey is a ju nior business majorjrom
Fairview Heights. H e can be reached a t
nsharke @siue. edu.
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‘The Lady Cries Murder’ brings film noir genre to campus
by Jason Frazier
Alestle Reporter

An unsolved mystery will be tackled
this week in “The Lady Cries M urder,”
featured in D unham Hall.
“The Lady Cries M urder” will have a
vintage feel to it. D irector M ark Bacus,
assistant to the provost for H um an
Resources, said the play reminiscent o f
older crime dramas.
“It’s a ‘send-up’ o f the old film noir
crime dramas o f the late ’30s and ’40s,”
Bacus said. “The great twist is that our play
is a story within a story, at the very least.”
Bacus said the story centers around a
detective story becoming reality instead o f
fantasy.
“A rich radio play producer has
purchased a detective story from a young
Raymond Chandler, who popularized the
crime noir genre with his private detective
Phillip Marlowe series,” Bacus said. “The
producer proceeds to rewrite the story for
his weekly radio show. As he explores
alternative story twists, the characters from
Chandler’s story spring to life and their
intriguing story unfold.”
The characters in “The Lady Cries
M urder” may remind audiences o f
Hollywood stars from the past, and Bacus
said some o f the characters are ones you
would expect to see in this type o f play.
“The play pays hom age to characters
like H um phrey Bogart, M ary Astor, Peter
Lorre, Sydney Greenstreet and Edward G.
Robinson,” Bacus said. “It is rounded out
by many o f the characters one would expect
to bump into in such a detective story such
as hard boiled cops, dim-witted tough guys

and a femme fatale w ho changes identity as
often as she changes dresses.”
This play called for double casting.
Cast m em ber and SIUE Public Affairs
D irector Greg Conroy said the audience
shouldn’t be worried about this because the
characters have contrasting characteristics.
“I play tw o parts in the play, a tough
private investigator Miles Swordfish and an
intelligent attorney William Kreskin. A
majority o f the cast has the responsibility o f
playing tw o distinctive parts,” Conroy said.
“The playwright made the parts so
distinctive the audience will not be
confused.”
The twists and surprises make it
essential to pay attention. Bacus said he is
still left scratching his head because o f
them.
“It’s a play that requires a lot o f focus.
Sean Roberts/Alestle
It’s challenging in that regard. I have to
Philip Dlamind, played by Todd Moore, is in the midst of a breakdown, points and yells
imagine it’ll be one o f those plays you’ll talk
at castmate Emily Reutebuch, who plays both Miriam and Angel in the play.
about for some tim e after you’ve left the
theater,” Bacus said. “H eck, I’ve been roles during the play. Paris said there are combination o f set, light, and sound design
watching the story unfold night after night many reasons for people to attend a that has now been implemented to reveal a
for four weeks now and I’m still trying to ' showing o f ‘T h e Lady Cries M urder.”
very convincing film noir atmosphere o f
figure out all the twists and surprises.”
“It’s a really fun, fast paced show with shadows, pools o f cool light, and long, low
There is som ething for everyone to a lot o f elements such as music and comedy. shafts o f warm, late afternoon light,” Bacus
enjoy watching this production. Bacus said It spoofs the detective genre which many said. “This thing drips m ood.”
one way or another the audience will laugh. people know about,” Paris said.
The play will be showing June 23-26
“I think it’s entertaining on many
Bacus said the twists in the play are an at 7:30 p.m. and June 26 and 27 at 2 p.m.
levels. Fans o f the film noir genre will get exciting element m ost should enjoy.
Tickets are $15 for the general public, $12
a kick o u t o f the parody element. They’ll
“You got to love a play where for senior citizens, non-SIUE students, and
recognize famous, iconic lines from the old everybody ends up pointing a gun at SIUE faculty and staff. SIUE students with
movies that have been turned upside down somebody else,” Bacus said.
valid Cougar Cards can get one free ticket.
and inside o u t,” Bacus said. “O thers will
The lighting in this play enhances the Call the Fine Arts Box Office at 650-2774
love the physical, near slap-stick quality7 o f atmosphere, according to Bacus.
for more information.
it. Bottom line: it’s a funny play.”
“The members o f the production team
Jason Frazier can be reached at
SIU E education librarian M att Paris have brought together a trium phant
jfrazier@alestlelipe.com or 650-3531.
will also take on the task o f playing two

Edwardsville church hosts Musique de Chambre
by Justin Wingerter
Alestle Reporter

Sean Roberts/Alestle

SIUE faculty Marta Simidtchieva (top) and Mac
Hinson (bottom) were part of a faculty
performance at the First Presbyterian Church in
downtown Edwardsville.

It’s the lighting one first notices.
The fluorescent glow from the high
ceiling intermingles oddly with the
natural light as it enters through the
stained glass depictions o f biblical
imagery. The religious relics rest in the
center, shining as if to showcase the
church’s piousness.
The night’s concert venue, the First
Presbyterian Church in Edwardsville,
becomes alive in its contrasts. The bibles
and psalm books take a place behind the
programs in the seats. The American flag
becomes the backdrop as the Christian
flag lies unseen in a distant corner.'
Secular music takes hold in the sanctuary;
piety gives way to production.
The crowd, perhaps 50 in num ber
and much older in age, shuffles into the
dim room and among the pews, split in
the middle. Formality o f dress is the
norm; the photographer appears out o f
place in denim. Regardless, he begins his
work, breaking the silence o f the
incommunicative crowd w ith the
camera’s clicks. H e draws the collective
and weary eye o f the crowd but little
else.
A bespectacled man, Robert
Raymond, acts as the master o f
ceremonies. H is black slacks and white
shirt seem fitting for the setting even as
his resplendendy red tie contrasts w ith
his delicate demeanor.
Two o f the three performers take

their place. They’re on the floor o f the
church, even w ith the pews, never
approaching the symbolic heights o f the
preacher’s stage or the cross, symbolic o f
man’s supposed place below the gods
and those that would invoke their name.
The "black piano plays in the shadowy
light from the nearby stained glass
window. The glass depicts a dark scene
covered in hellish fire. The sonata begins.
The music is slow and somber from
the start, rarely peaking into fanciful
climaxes. It is “Sonata in A M inor”nearly tw o centuries old - by the
Austrian
great
Franz
Schubert.
Performers and audience members alike
show litde em otion, performers under
full concentration and the audience much
the same.
The masterful string w ork by
violoncellist M arta Simidtchieva allows
for the shaking effect o f the sonata, much
to the pleasure o f the quaint audience.
H er fingers creep along the unique
instrum ent’s neck, quivering at every
stop
before
continuing
almost
independent o f her m ind which races to
register each note. Pianist Linda Perry
meanwhile remains locked in utm ost
concentration, her fingers dancing across
the keys in effordess movements
followed by definitive strokes. The piano
she now controls appears large and
dom inant, its blackness in stark contrast
to the pale walls and painted glass
windows.
The clarinet o f Mac H inson breaks
the silence that precedes the second

piece. Its characteristically smooth sound
becomes ever sweeter to die audience as
their hearing adjusts to the wind
instrum ent. Perry’s piano begins but
remains in the wake o f the clarinet and in
its background. The audience remains
unm oving apart from peering in
annoyance at the photographer and his
incessant clicking.
The students in the crowd stand out
like proverbial black sheep. Their
mandatory attendance is understood by
the performers. Their disinterest in the
performance is understood by all. They
look about in search o f understanding or
an antidote to their apathy.
H inson and Perry wax poetic in
“Clarinet on the Town” as the clarinetist
rises to perform w ithout the aid o f sheet
music. The jumpy, piercing notes
occasionally fade off into rhythmic series,
only to return to the jovial.
The final piece is the Brahms classic
“Trio in A M inor.” The performers take
the floor as dusk breaks across the city,
plunging it into darkness. The unnatural
fluorescents become the room ’s only
light as the three professors play through
Brahms’ four movements, ending
definitively and much as the evening’s
music began: slow and somber. After a
series
of
bows,
handshakes,
and goodbyes, the night has reached its
end.

Justin Wmgerter can be reached at
jmntterter@alestlelipe.com or 650-3531.

Questions or comments regarding this section?
Contact Sports Editor Allan Lewis at
6 5 0 -3 5 2 4 or sports@alestlelive.com
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The Red Storm is gearing up for a new season and pitching its organization to incoming freshmen
during Springboard to Success.

Springboard to a storm
Student section wants to grow with SIUE
by Allan Lewis
Alestle Sports Editor

Like Head Coach Lennox
Forrester and the rest o f SIUE’s
men’s basketball coaching staff,
Assistant Athletic Director for
marketing Jason Coomer and Red
Storm President Felix Burkart have
been doing some recruiting o f their
own during the offseason at
Springboard to Success.
Forrester’s task, trying to find
hidden talent across the country to
position SIUE for success on the
court may be more o f a challenge
than what the Red Storm is facing.
Its task however is not being taken
lighdy in year three o f SIUE’s
transition to NCAA Division I.
As many coaches have referred
to the state o f SIUE athletics as
being on the “ground level”,
Coomer and Burkart seek to build
a stronger foundation in the stands
- bringing together school spirit, a
true university experience and new
traditions. These aspects are just as
vital to the Red Storm as they are
to other student sections across
America.
Because o f this, Coom er said
timing could not be better for
students to start out their time at
SIUE.
“We are helping freshmen
realize they are here at a great time,”
Coomer said. “This is the largest
class in the history o f SIUE and
they are at the ground floor o f this
transition. They will be the first
class to see firsthand the
opportunity for postseason play and
the excitement that brings.”
Burkart said the Springboard
presentation, which includes a guest
appearance by the giant sphere used
for the “hum an hamster jam” at
halftime has spurred some interest
in the organization which became

officially recognized by SIUE
Student Government in February.
“We are trying to get people
excited about it,” Burkart said.
Burkart took over the Red
Storm last year, and felt obligated to
step up and save a student section
without a leader.
“Brock Elmore graduated and
I assumed there was no one else to
take over it,” Burkart said. “I talked

‘We want to be the
leader in the OVC
and keep moving
forward. When you
turn on ESPN and
see great student
fans we want to be
those fans’
-Jason Coomer,
Assistant Athletic Director
to [Coomer] and said I was really
interested and thought it was a
perfect opportunity.”
Coomer saw Springboard as a
platform to generate interest in
SIUE athletics, particularly men’s
basketball, because the orientation
program is something every new
student has to go through.
“It was not only an
opportunity, but something we
needed to do for the student body,”
Coomer said. “We try and make
them aware o f what SIUE is all
about, where we are going, how we
are going to get there.”
Before coming to SIUE in
2008, Coomer was the adviser for

the Blue Crew at DePaul and a
graduate
assistant in event
management and ticketing at Ohio
State. Under his direction, SIUE
has seen its attendance numbers rise
steadily. In its last season as a
Division II program, SIUE
averaged 980 fans. In 2008-2009,
it rose to 1,052. Last season, SIUE
drew 1,593 fans per contest. Five o f
last year’s home games, including
one against Ohio Valley Conference
champion Murray State, were
played during holiday breaks
without students on campus.
While these factors point to a
steady increase in fan support,
Coomer said the job isn’t quite
finishejl.
“There ix always room for
growth and we don’t rest just
because our numbers are up,”
Coomer said. “We want to be the
leader in the OVC and keep
moving forward. We stress at
springboard that we want great
student fans. When you turn on
ESPN and see great student fans,
we want to be those fans.”
The current leader in the OVC
is Murray State, averaging 4,020
fans per game, roughly the capacity
o f die Vadalabene Center.
At the first nine Springboard
sessions o f the summer, Coomer
said incoming students have had
numerous questions about the
OVC, the NCAA’s transition
process and tickets - which many
did not realize are a free perk issued
for paying the mandatory Athletic
fee along with tuition.
“W hen I walk out I want to
get across a solid understanding
that tickets are free to students,”
Coomer said. “We get a lot o f
questions about opponents and one
thing we find is they are asking
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Top: athletes in grades eight through 12 work on their setting
skills during SIUE’s Elite Setters Academ y camp in the
Vadalabene Center Monday. Bottom: Volleyball head coach Todd
Gober demonstrates setting techniques to campers.

Compete with the elite
by Justin Wingerter
Alestle Reporter

Volleyball head coach Todd
Gober and his team is hard at work
this week hosting the Elite Setters
Academy camp in the Vadalabene
Center. The camp is for students in
grades eight through 12 and runs
through Thursday evening.
The opening night workout
emphasized
several
different
techniques ranging from footwork
to hand placement. Gober made it
clear from the start what was going
to be expected o f the 36 girls in
attendance.
“I’m going to challenge you
guys this week,” Gober said.
“You’ll go home and know when
you did it right and when you
didn’t.”
Senior Sydney W inslow was
one o f five current and former
Cougars serving as counselors for
the week’s camp.
“I take part [in the camp] to
spread volleyball around the area
and help girls reach their
potential,” Winslow said. “It’s
good to see them grow.”
Carly Thebeau, a freshman at
Edwardsville High School, said she
hopes to play at the collegiate level
one day and was one o f the threedozen girls taking part in the camp.
“It’s really fun. It’s teaching
me a lot o f new stuff,” Thebeau
said. “I just hope I can improve a
lot while I’m here.”
Gober stressed the importance
o f the mechanics, or the “little

things” as he put it, in the camp’s
first night. H e did this through
instruction followed by repetitions
o f the sport’s technical aspects.
“We
focus
mostly
on
technique and making sure the kids
leave feeling it was a tough camp;
it was challenging,” Gober said.
“We don’t just try to make it fun,
although that’s part o f the focus to
make it an enjoyable camp
experience.”
The Athletic D epartm ent’s
summer camps and clinics bring
hundreds o f high school athletes to
the
campus
each
summer.
Although
“a
very
small
percentage” o f those at Monday
night’s camp will go on to play at
the collegiate level according to
Gober, the coach feels that the
camps are an effective recruiting
tool.
“It helps recruiting not only
from the athletics perspective but
also for the university It’s just great
exposure for [SIUE], We try to
improve
our
attendance
constantly,” said Gober.
Gober says that although
some girls come from as far as
Chicago and Kansas City to take
part, m ost o f the campers are
within a commutable distance. For
students like Thebeau, the camp
means an opportunity to learn
what it takes to be a college athlete
in hopes o f securing their future
dreams.
Justin W ingerter can be reached a t
jwingerter@ alestlelive.com or
650-3524.

STORM
from pg. 6

about which institutions are a part
of the OVC and about 70 percent
o f those students know people at
these other schools and so there is
a natural rivalry with our fanbase.”
Traveling to some o f those
odter schools for games is also a
new possibility for the Red Storm
next basketball season, with a
schedule filled w ith regional and
OVC
opponents,
and
the
newfound possibility o f funded
trips
through
Student
Government.
“Since we are officially a club
SG can get us money to travel
more through the Red Storm ,”
Burkart said.
O ther new plans Burkart has
for next season include “theme
games,” but don’t expect World
Cup style Vuvuzela horns because
the NCAA has a ban on artificial
noisemakers.
‘T here are going to be things
like afro night,” Burkart said. “We
are going to try and bring a party
to the game.”
Athletics are a big part o f what
Coomer and Burkart had to say to
SIUE’s incoming class, but there is
more to it.
“W hether it is going to an
event, joining a club team or
whatever at least do som ething,”
Coomer said. ‘T h ere is a strong
correlation between students active
on campus and the level o f
satisfaction
with
collegiate
experience and retention.”
Coomer said the w orst

T

mistake a freshman can make is to
skip a game they would like to
attend because a friend would not.
‘T h ere is going to be a time
when you want to do something
and a roommate says they are not
interested,” Coomer said. “You do
not let your friends determine what
your collegiate experience is going
to be like. You are going to meet
more people.”
Mens basketball is not the only
sport the Red Storm supports. Last
season, the organization was active
at womens basketball, softball,
baseball and men’s and w om en’s
soccer contests, something the Red
Storm will continue to do this year
and in the future.
“In the past the focus has been
mainly on basketball, but we
support
every
other
sport
possible,” Burkart said.
W inning
is
something
Coom er said is on the minds o f
m ost incoming students when
considering whether or not to
support SIUE athletics. Coom er
said to consider something
different.
“Everybody wants to win and
I understand that way o f thinking,”
C oom er said. “N obody wants it
more than our coaches and athletes
and its hard sometimes to step back
and realize it takes time to build a
program. We are moving in that
direction.”

Do you tweet?
The Alestle does.
Follow us at twitter.com/alestle

A llan Lewis can be reached a t
alewis@alestlelive.com or 650-3524.
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The Alestle needs to redesign its website and
needs a talented individual who ca n handle
a full Web redesign through the College
Publisher interface. Must have solid
knowledge of HTML, Dreamweaver and Flash.
Other duties may include posting news
updates, posting and designing display and
classified advertising and art, photos and
graphics on alestlelive.com powered by
College Publisher interface; assist in posting
updates in various social media platforms,
produce documentation of processes for
alestlelive.com. Position will start ASAP and continue
until the end of Fall 2010.
Apply at the Alestle office or call
650-3528 for more information.

the Alestle • Morris University Center, 2nd floor, rm 2022 • 650-3528

8

www.alestlelive.com

Place your classified ad at a time convenient for you using
our easy, secure online interface at thealestle.com/dassifieds

ALESTLE CLASSIFIEDS GIVE YO U MORE!
BASIC PRINT IN S E R TIO N RATES:
10 word m inim um for all ads.
20 cents a word 1-2 insertions, per insertion
19 cents a word 3-4 insertions, per insertion
18 cents a word 5-19 insertions, per insertion
17 cents a word 20+ insertions, per insertion
Print Extras:
A ll b o ld , a d d itio n a l $5
W eb Extras Vary

Your ad gets TOTAL exposure - the power of print A N D
the immediacy of the internet!
Your ad will be published FREE on our high- traffic
web site just as it will appear in the printed version
of our newspaper!
All using secure, encrypted SSL transmission
for your protection.

Please schedule your ad carefully as we cannot offer refunds.
Corrections must be noted by on the first day

WANTED
WEB TECHNICIAN

the Alestle

is looking
for student
Production Artists
this Fall
If you know computers and have
experience in graphics, design
and page layout. . .
Contact
Mike Genovese
at the Alestle office, Room 2022
in the Morris University Center,
or call 650-3525.
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The Alestle needs to redesign its
website and needs a talented
in d iv id u a l w ho can h an d le a
fu ll Web redesign through the
C o lle g e P u b lis h e r in t e r f a c e .
M ust have s o l id k n o w le d g e
o f H T M L , Dreamweaver and
Flash. Other duties may include
posting new s updates, posting
and d e s ig n in g d is p la y and
classified advertising and art,
p h o t o s a n d g r a p h i c s on
a le s t le liv e . c o m p o w e re d by
College Publisher interface; assist
in p o stin g u p da te s in v a rio u s
social media platforms, produce
docum entation of processes for
alestlelive.com. Position will start
ASAP and continue until the end of
Fall 2 0 1 0. Apply in the Alestle
Office, Morris University Center,
2nd floor, room 2022.
For more information call
the Alestle office
6 5 0 -3 5 2 8

the ad appears in the newspaper.

D eadlines:
SUMMER
Wednesday Publication:
Noon Monday
Having trouble? Call 618-650-3528
or e-mail alestleclassifieds@gmail.com

Alestle Office Hours (MUC 2022):
9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Mon-Fri

in unit. Water, Sewer and Trash
included. No Pets. N o Smoking.
Month.
618.931.4700
Full-time painter needed to start $600
immediately.
Two
positions www.fairway-estates.net
available. No experience necessary.
We will teach hard working $ 1200.00/mo. 4 Bedroom townhome
bathrooms.
individuals all the skills needed to Edwardsville,1+1/2
(DW/Stove,Frdg,W/D)
Peigo
flooring.
succeed in our industry. Please
respond by sending an email or Includes water; garbage, and yard
care.)
calling Nathan at 618.656.9300.
Call 618-772-9146

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT
Starting prices: Two Bedrooms
$625.00, Two bedroom townhomes
with 1.5 baths $675.00. Two
bedroom lofts $685.00. All units
have washer/ dryer hookups and
MOST with deck or patio. For more
requ
please contact our office at (618)
346-7878 or visit our web site at
www.osbornproperties.com
Available Now! Beautiful 2 bdrm
Townhomes!
618-692-9310
www.rentchp.com
$ave $$$. Move off campus just
outside Edwardsville.
Country
setting 15 minutes to SIUE and St.
Louis. 1.5 Baths. Washer and Drver

The "it's O nly Another Beer"
Black and Tan

8 o z . pilsner lager
8 o i.. stout lager
1 frosty m ug
t icy road
1 pick-up truck

Efficiency studio apartment- 3943
Wiese Lane, Edwardsville, IL.
$425/month. (618)656-8344.
Need a roommate for 3 bdrm
duplex 5 minutes from SIUE at 48
S. Cherry Hills.
Washer/dryer included, living areas
furnished, eat-in kitchen with
dishwasher, stove, oven and
refrigerator, side patio and walkout
basements.
$400/month. Utilities split between
roommates.
Call Catherine 618-972-3041.
One Bedroom house, w/d included,
10 minutes from campus. $650.
618-741-3020 (See Craig's List)

I 10-hour day
1 tired worker
A few rounds
with the guys
|

Mix ingredients.
A dd 1 totalled vehicle.

Never underestimate 'just a few.'
Buzzed driving is drunk driving.

U.S. D ep artm en t o f T ransportation

